
 ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL MINUTES 
 November 29, 2005 
 
Angy Acosta  Bunny Fitzpatrick Richard Poprik  Amber Vojtecky 
Katharine Anderson William Knapp  Fidel  Rubio  Margaret R. Warren 
Tracy Belcher  Carole Maxwell  Susan Ruppel  Rosalia West 
DJ Belcher  Paula Mierzwa  Anthony F. Sadowski Rebecca Wood 
Fr. Paddy Canon Teresa Moreira  Alberto R. Torres 
 

PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Prayer and reflection was based on the Gospel reading for November 27, 2005, Mark 13:33-37. The question 
of the week was:  “At this time, how faithful do you feel you are being to God’s plan for you?” 
 

EXPECTATIONS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Participating in parish events is a significant part of the “call to serve.” We all should attempt to attend events 
and functions such as— 
• the Parish Pastoral Council Discernment for new members 
• the Parish Pastoral Council Retreat 
• the major Knights of Columbus functions that are open to the community 
• the Hispanic Celebration Dinner during Hispanic Month 
• the Giving Thanks Dinner for Volunteers 
• special items such as the request from the Bingo Committee for help on the Friday after Thanksgiving 

 
Members need to contact Richard if they have not received the minutes at least one week before the meeting. 
 
Each of us will have the opportunity to conduct the monthly meetings...DJ will lead the January meeting.  The 
Gospel can be read by others...Tony will lead us in the prayer and reflection question for the January meeting. 
 
Think of ways for the meetings to be varied. We need sub-committees that are working and reporting on their 
progress.  
 
Each standing committee should e-mail the information they will be presenting at the meeting to the secretary 
and Richard at least one week before the Council meeting. 
 
 PARISH VOICE 
 
Bunny will be sending out a letter with respect to the attic problem.  She is waiting for Father Mike’s approval 
of the draft letter. Doors will be installed on each section of shelves and locked. There are a large number of 
keys entrusted to individuals for the main door to the attic area. Most valuable things are in white cabinet 
under lock and key. A spring lock on the door would probably help the situation even if some prop the door 
open when using the area. There is a small walkway near the heating and air conditioning unit that leads to a 
ladder and to the janitor’s closet. This poses a risk as anyone (especially small children) could fall down in 
that area. 
 
DJ remarked that the keys are stamped “Do Not Duplicate.” Bill asked if we could use a combination key pad 
and only give the combination to certain people. The combination could be changed periodically. 
 
Carole asked why the Eucharistic Ministers don’t bless the children or adults that have their arms crossed 
during communion. The Worship Committee has taken over training for the altar servers and Eucharistic 
Ministers; they will all be trained. 
 
Katharine reminded us that Virtus training must be attended by all Council members, as we come into contact 



with small children at various times. Times and date for training can be found at www.virtusonline.org.  
 
Bill asked where we stand on the sound system in the nursery? DJ is waiting to get information from Father 
Mike. Bunny said DJ also needs to get with Buildings and Grounds on this. It has been on the “table” for quite 
some time and needs to be addressed. Deacon Gene was initially handling this issue, but due to his health, 
Father Mike gave it to DJ. 
 
Alberto reported that on December 3, people from Guadalupe will run the torch from St. Augustine to St. 
Patrick. We will have 60 runners from our church. 
 

PLANS FOR “GIVING THANKS DINNER” FOR VOLUNTEERS 
 
The dinner will be held on February 4, 2006. Each volunteer will get a name tag and a ticket for the door 
prizes. There will be 2 colored tickets for dinner...one color for before mass and the other color for after 
mass. Angie wanted to know if we will make an announcement in the bulletin or have a flyer printed. There 
will also be something on the bulletin board and the web site. Richard sent a list around for us to sign up to 
help with setting up, cooking and clean up. 
 
Carole reported that last year the children that were in “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat” 
were not allowed to have volunteer pins. They should have, and it should have been handled correctly at that 
time. Again we need to be mindful of our actions and learn from our mistakes. 
 

NEW YEAR / NEW METHODS / NEW COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 
 
 Saint Augustine Feast – Bill’s wife is a member of the Women’s Guild and they did not believe they could 
accept the opportunity to organize this event. Alberto said the Hispanic Committee could do this; however, 
they would need help from the Council for this event as this is not a Hispanic event but a parish-wide feast. 
Some parishioners may think it is for the Hispanic community and not attend. Bunny suggested the Council 
and the Hispanic Committee work together on this event. Alberto will let us know what will be needed from 
Council. Bunny will see if the Worship Committee can have someone help out also. 
 
Bill said one of the ushers conducts pig roasts and will provide the names of two people to Alberto. 
 
Retreat Subcommittee – We need to plan our own retreat and not leave this to staff. We need a binder with 
what is needed in it. 
 
Someone asked who will be doing the African-American Celebration this year?  
 
 COMMITTEE VOICE 
 
Christian Formation 
 
The youth will be having a pancake breakfast. Lock-in will be January 13, 2006.  
 
Worship Committee 
 
This committee is very busy with Advent and the Christmas season. Representatives of different ministries 
are working on lots of interesting things. 
 
Hispanic Committee - The following activities are planned for the rest of the year: 
 

• The Guadalupana Torch – December 3, 2005 
• Virgen de Concepción  - December 8, 2005 
• Virgen de Guadalupe Celebration  - December 11, 2005 
• Mañanitas de la Virgen de Guadalupe – December 12, 2005 



• Christmas Celebration for our Hispanics volunteers – December 17, 2005 
• Las Posadas – 16-24 December 
• Epiphany – January 6, 2006 

 
Please, see the bulletin for more information. 
 
Justice and Peace  – Working on World Aids Day for December 1 and getting ready for Stewardship. 
 

REVIEW OF MEETING 
 

Generally, the meeting was good. We accomplished a lot and everyone liked the idea of signing up for 
subcommittees. 
 
The minutes for the October 25th meeting were approved with changes. 
 
The next meeting will be on January 24th at 7 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Paula A. Mierzwa, Secretary 


